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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Authorizes the Governor to fill a vacancy on an appellate court, 

after July 1, 2011, if the Governor is not satisfied with the nominees submitted by the Judicial 

Nominating Commission (JNC) or if the JNC does not furnish a list of nominees within 60 days 

of the notice of vacancy. If the Governor appoints an incumbent judge to fill a vacancy, the 

unexpired term must be filled by means of a contested election rather than by a retention vote.  

The elected judge would then return to the established evaluation and retention process.     

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 
 

 Assumptions: 

 

• The Secretary of State’s office will not incur significant additional costs as a result of 

ballot modifications from a retention question to a contested election.  

• According to the Administrative Office of the Courts, there is no fiscal impact to the 

judicial branch associated with the change in method of filling a judicial vacancy.    

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 

 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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